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Lower Canada College

2011-2012 Course Description

Course Name: 
Short Film Production (Grade 11)
Teacher:

Mr. Christian Auclair
Course Content

Short Film Production is a course that integrates Language Arts, computer studies, and other media-based disciplines. Students will study various genres of short film, and be expected to produce several minor assignments (e.g., silent movies, stop motion, green screen, animation, music video, photography, etc) and one major short film assignment. Through the creative writing process, students will eventually prepare scripts suited for the production of a short, 10-minute film and storyboard their ideas (i.e., pre-production). Subsequently, students will be taught issues relating to lighting, sound and the effective use of cameras, and will be expected to apply such skills in producing their short films (i.e., production). As part of their technical training in cinematography, students will be introduced to various aspects of studio photography. Following the production process, students will learn a variety of software applications designed for effective audio and video editing (i.e., post-production). 
NOTE: For additional information, samples of student work, or rubrics, visit:

WWW2.LCC.CA/SHORTFILM

Curricular Content

	Film Theory

Students will study the history of various genres of film and their socio-cultural implications
Creative Writing (Scripts)

Students will explore the creative writing process as it applies to the preparation of scripts destined for film.

Storyboarding

Developing multimedia storyboards using Powerpoint, audio editing suites and Photoshop.
	
	Studio Photography (SLR).
Sports & studio photography coupled with Photoshop techniques will be explored

Technical Conventions

Issues of lighting, audio, framing, etc. used to create a mood or atmosphere during actual filming will be addressed. 
	
	Editing Techniques

Software editing applications will be explored as well the use of various techniques used to create certain effects.

Editing Content

Students will be taught certain conventions in storytelling through film, and consequently, how to effectively choose what scenes to keep and how to organize them in a coherent fashion.

	
	
	
	
	

	Animation (optional)

Using Director MX software, interested students will learn the technical skills required  to produce a short animated film.


	
	Internet Formats

Students will also be taught how to export their videos into compressed formats destined for publication on the web.
	
	DVD Production

Students will learn to produce professional-looking DVDs using Apple’s DVD Studio Pro.



	
	
	
	
	


Materials

The following is a list of software titles and utilities that will be used in this class.

Home Internet Connectivity

Macromedia Director MX
Audacity

Adobe Photoshop (educational)

Final Cut Pro / Premiere Pro
Powerpoint
To The Student

The content of this course is vast and is taught from a student centered perspective encouraging  independent learning .  As such, you will be taught a sufficient level of fundamental skills upon which you will be expected to expand to deeper levels of proficiency. In this regard, you will receive facilitative support in helping you reach your own learning objectives.

Evaluation

The distribution of marks will be based upon hands-on assignments, active participation and major projects. Most often, the assignments are student defined, and as such, provide individuals with opportunities to set their own objectives and assume more responsibility for their own learning.

Positive Participation 
15%

3 Assignments

30%


2 Major Projects
55%

Exit Competencies

Successful completion of this course will be based upon the mastery of the following skills.

	· Expresses ideas in a concise and meaningful manner by combining various media elements in a coherent fashion that facilitate comprehension
	· Is well-organized and thorough in planning out production details that will achieve professional results.
	· Demonstrates creativity and critical thinking in preparing compelling short stories and eventual scripts.
	· Demonstrates insight and social awareness in developing characters and scripts that engage the viewer.

	· Effectively conducts research using scholarly resources; pursues interviews and field research that will enhance final productions through a heightened awareness of demographic, cognitive and social details
	· Understands the nature of various genres of film, their history, and their socio-cultural impact
	· Can produce user-friendly, interactive DVDs for the purpose of presenting one’s short film.
	

	
	
	
	


