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Lower Canada College

2011-2012 Course Description

Course Name: 
Broadcast Journalism (Grade 10)
Teacher:

Mr. Christian Auclair 

Course Content

Broadcast Journalism is a course that integrates various disciplines, foremost of which are English, communications and computer studies. The main objective of this year’s course will be to produce documentaries on Canadians and investigative reports on environmental issues that will be published on an “environmental u-tube” designed by LCC students to encourage awareness and participation by other schools worldwide. Students will also produce a minor, 90 second feature on any aspect of LCC promoting the school, that includes interviews. Students will learn to conduct scholarly research and write persuasive essays/narratives (i.e., pre-production), master the technical use of various types of media equipment to record interviews and obtain a-roll and b-roll footage (i.e., production), and use various software tools to sculpt and edit their footage (i.e., post-production), as a means to producing professionally refined news reports. This course will also include a unit on photo journalism that will include technical training on the use of digital SLR cameras. 

NOTE: For additional information, samples of student work, or rubrics, visit:

WWW2.LCC.CA/JOURNALISM

Curricular Content

	Research

Scholarly research using the Internet and the library. Investigative techniques, pursuing leads, etc.
	
	Theory

Review of theories on various aspects of journalism through assigned articles/text as a foundation in guiding the production process.
	
	Journalism

Use the 5Ws and the inverted pyramid as models in preparing written proposals and narratives.

	
	
	
	
	

	Communications

Conduct interviews using various mediums (e.g., e-mail, on-line conferencing, etc.). Obtaining a-roll and b-roll footage and converting it into a usable format. Writing letters to potential interview candidates.


	
	Techniques

Technical features and functions of DV cameras, lighting setups, balanced audio, framing techniques, SLR photography, etc.
	
	Computer Skills

Non-linear editing with Final-Cut Pro, audio editing with Audacity, special effects with Adobe After effects.

	
	
	
	
	


Materials

The following is a list of software titles and utilities that will be used in this class.

Internet Connectivity (HOME)
Audacity (audio) 

Adobe Photoshop
Final Cut Pro (Mac) 
or
Adobe Premiere (PC) 

LCC Style Guide

To The Student

The content of this course is vast and is taught from a student centered perspective veering towards independent learning.  As such, you will be taught a sufficient level of fundamental skills upon which, you will be expected to expand to deeper levels of proficiency. In this regard, you will receive facilitative support in helping you reach your own learning objectives.

Evaluation

The distribution of marks will be based upon hands-on assignments, active participation and major projects. Most often, the assignments are student defined; as such, students are provided with opportunities to set their own objectives and assume more responsibility for their own learning. Team-based productions are set up according to a cooperative learning paradigm; each student will be responsible for producing their own chapters on a given topic, working interdependently with their partner.

Positive Participation 

10%

Assignments


30%

2 Major Projects

60%

Exit Competencies

Successful completion of this course will be based upon the mastery of the following skills.

	· Can use a variety of research tools and conduct interviews to verify and validate information
	· Effectively applies journalistic writing conventions
	· Is diligent and methodical in developing segments through a process of pre-production, production and post-production phases.


	· Productions demonstrate thoughtfulness and purpose through succinct cutting and editing

	· Exercises superior organization and foresight in planning (e.g., Powerpoint storyboarding, research essays, brainstorming, etc.) and scheduling.
	· Demonstrates empathy and objectivity in producing segments that are designed to reach their targeted audience.
	· Possesses an in-depth knowledge of technical skills (e.g., lighting, software, audio, etc.) and is thorough in their exploitation of such know-how to achieve desired effects
	

	
	
	
	


