GRADE 8 EXPERIENCE TRIP:

GREENSPACE ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT

Project description

Your task is to capture the essence of and the unique biodiversity in some of the major parks in Montreal.. Each advisory will visit one of the parks to obtain film footage, pictures, and natural sounds. You will observe the fauna, flora, main types of habitat, and geography of the park. You will pair up with someone  in teams of no more then 2, and share the responsibility of collecting data and producing one of many types of presentations (see topic lists below) . Once at school, you will combine your findings, prepare a narrative and create a 60-120 seconds vignette. Your edited vignette will be placed on a wikispace entitled Biodiversity in Urban Parks.  

Note: please bring your own digital camera if possible.

Project options: Below is a list of suggested project ideas. If you have an idea of your own, please present it to Mr. Auclair, Ms. Scattolin or Mr. Jansen for approval.

Newscast: 2 minute newscast providing a professional report on the park. One partner may be an anchor at a desk, while the other may be a reporter on sight, or you may be two reporters providing reports from two different areas and two different aspects of the park. Two minutes is approximately 4 short paragraphs of text, so each partner should each write 2 paragraphs.

Short Film: Create a short film with a story that pertains to the importance of the park. Once again, the short film could be 2 minutes which would require a half page script from each partner.

Short animation: Produce a short animated film. Be creative. For example, you could have two pieces of garbage – or more- conversing about the park. Or you could produce a short film pertaining to the park using sock puppets as characters or even claymation.

Music Video: write a song and produce an accompanying music video.

Commercial / Infomercial: Produce a 1 to 2 minute commercial on an important issue pertaining to the park (each partner writes 2 paragraphs for script and produces half of the commercial).

Poetry / Visual Poetry: Prepare a 4-quatrain poem. Aquire visuals or video to accompany your poetic recital and use Garageband (in Mac Lab), to produce some original music to accompany your recital. If you play an instrument, you may play and record your own music.

Materials Needed

-digital camera with audio/video capabilities if possible. If you forget to bring a camera, you may have to share one of the school’s cameras with another team.

Procedure

1. Choose a partner

2. Select a topic (or propose one to either Mr. Auclair, Ms. Scatolin or Mr. Jansen)

3. Following the selection of a project format (e.g., short film, news report, music video, etc), you and your partner should brainstorm your ideas and divide production tasks evenly. 

EXAMPLE: IF YOU CHOOSE TO PRODUCE A SHORT FILM, ONE PARTNER WILL WRITE HALF OF THE SCRIPT, AND THE OTHER WILL WRITE THE OTHER HALF. ONE PARTNER WILL THEN PRODUCE THEIR MINUTE OF FILM WITH THEIR OWN FOOTAGE, AND THE OTHER PARTNER WILL PRODUCE THE SECOND HALF BASED UPON THEIR SCRIPT AND PICTURES/VIDEO.  YOU WILL THEN JOIN YOUR TWO PROJECTS. HOWEVER, YOU WILL BE MARKED SEPARATELY BASED UPON THE SECTION YOU PRODUCED.
Assignment 1

Research 

The park has many facets, comprised of insects, animals, vegetation, man-made elements and polluting factors. Prior to visiting the park, you should conduct some research on the Internet pertaining to the important role that parks play with regard to habitats, etc. On Thursday morning, you will be visiting a park in Montreal. Using a digital camera, you are to take 5 pictures that visually document significant aspects of the park. You will then write one sentence for each photo explaining its significance. Create a 3 column X 6 row table. Insert two pictures per row (using the middle cell as a spacer) with table an accompanying description. Title your page with your initials. Once graded by your advisor, and approved for publication, FirstClass your document to Mr Auclair. PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN DIGITAL CAMERA IF POSSIBLE.
ASSIGNMENT #1: ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

	
	EXCELLENT
	GOOD
	NEEDS REVISION
	TOTAL

	RESEARCH
	17-20
	14-16
	13<
	

	
	-precise notations / details accompany photo.

-table very well structured with appropriate columns and rows
-excellent formatting (shading, lines, etc.)

-5 pictures are clear and perspective provides excellent point of view, interesting image
	-general information accompanies photo

-table properly structured
-formatting somewhat plain but nonetheless clear
-5 distinct pictures. Consideration to lighting or perspective could build interest (i.e., too zoomed out, lack of set-up, quickly shot, etc)
	-basic info lacking or information inaccurate or irrelevant

-table lacks symmetry

-no formatting used (borders, shading, etc)

-few pictures provided or they are all similar (ie., photos appear to be taken without any artistic consideration. Conveys little info or interest).


	    

	
	
	
	
	/20


Assignment 2

1. Writing

You and your partner will be asked to produce a media-based project on public parks. Once you have chosen the type of presentation you wish to produce, each of you will be responsible for writing an equal portion of the script/poem/song, etc, and will be graded upon your own individual work. It is important to note that once you combine your written work, the presentation will be conceptually coherent (i.e., make sense). The duration of your final presentation should be between 1 to 2 minutes. Therefore, if your project were 2 minutes long, based upon a 1 page script, it is expected that each partner would have written their own half page, and produced one minute of the project.

2. Audio

Using your script as a guide, you will record your narrative for your project. Be sure to study your script so that your recording doesn’t sound like it was read but comes off as natural. Do numerous takes to ensure a smooth dialogue (avoid hesitations / pauses, and giggling, etc.). Your voice should also express appropriate mood through good use of inflection and tone. The audio levels must be CLEAR. If you record with a camera, be sure to move in as close as possible. If you record from say, 3 metres away, your voice will be faint and likely drowned out by ambient sounds such as wind.

Finally, plan on including sound effects that enhance your project AND/OR include an original music track (produced with Garageband in the Mac lab ~ L207 or at home)

You may want to use Audacity to mix your audio tracks.

3. Visuals

Visuals form an integral aspect of your presentation. When recording, be sure that your subjects are properly lit. Shooting with the sun in the background will make you video or pictures dark. When planning out your story, you should also consider using multiple backdrops / scenery that allow the story to move. Avoid using only one camera angle. Do multiple takes that include closeups. Shooting from different angles also adds interest.

Finally, you may want to take pictures of various items to be used in your presentation. For example, if you script talks about trash, you may want to flash through 5 closeups of different trash items in the park. You may want to you Photoshop to enhance or modify your photos.

4. Final Presentation

Using Adobe Premiere, you will import all of your media assets (sound, music, pictures, video, etc.). You will then proceed to combine these assets into a well-edited movie presentation. Be sure to cut out excess footage, keep your story moving, uses motion on pictures, fade any music so your voice is still clear, and uses transitions and titles.
5. Publishing your work on the Internet

Upon completion, you will be asked to publish your video along with a one paragraph introduction (which may be from your composition). You will be provided with access to a Wiki on how to proceed.
ASSIGNMENT #2: ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

	
	EXCELLENT
	GOOD
	NEEDS REVISION
	TOTAL

	COMPOSITION ~SCRIPT~
	17-20
	14-16
	13<
	

	
	-120 – 200 words. 

-writing is flawless, very creative and engaging


	-80-120 words

-writing is generally well-structured, somewhat creative and maintains reader’s interest
	-under 80 words

-writing needs revision

-contains spelling errors

-expression and creativity need to be improved


	

	
	
	
	
	/20

	
	
	
	
	

	AUDIO
	9-10
	7-8
	6<
	

	
	-recorded voices very clear and expressive (good inflection / NOT montone). Not too low.

-additional ambient sounds from the park included 

OR

additional audio such as original music added (faintly) that enhances project considerably
	-recorded voices generally clear (expressiveness could use improvement). Some hesitation, recital not always fluid.

-some ambient sounds used, though not always original sounds from park (downloaded).

OR

some music used, though not an original piece (may have been downloaded).


	-recorded voices not clear (too low, too distant, or too high).

-somewhat monotone

-recital is contains too many hesitations, forgotten words, etc.

-no ambient sounds 

OR 

no music added
	

	
	
	
	
	/10

	
	
	
	
	

	VISUALS
	9-10
	7-8
	6<
	

	
	-excellent use of lighting

-excellent framing

-excellent variety of camera angles and perspectives.

-excellent backdrops

-excellent use of photos (if needed)
	-generally  clear imagery (not too many dark shadows or excessively bright spots)

-some variation in framing (though additional zooms or perspectives could have enhanced presentation)
	Imagery not clear: too bright or too dark

-camera is generally on angle (numerous takes NOT used).

-framing is monotonous (always zoomed out too far or always shot from same angle)
	

	
	
	
	
	/10

	
	
	
	
	

	PRESENTATION
	34-40
	27-33
	27<
	

	
	-concept is highly original 

-advanced planning / storyboarding is evident

-all media elements (script, audio, and visuals/video) compiled into an exceptionally well-balanced, professional looking media presentation.

-final project was properly formatted and submitted on time.
	-good conventional concept, generally well-planned

-media elements integrated in a manner that enhances richness of the presentation.

-final product submitted on time
	-concept conventional but may not have been well-executed.

-concept lacks serious effort 

-presentation is rough at times or appears to be produced in a  somewhat random manner.

-final product was late.
	/40

	TOTAL
	


